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The Vermont Justice ; being a Treatise on the Civil and Criminal Juris- 
diction of Justices of the Peace, for their use and that of the Junior 
Members of the Bar. By M. L. Bennett, late Judge of the Supreme Court 
of Vermont. Burlington : 1864. 

We have here a carefully prepared volume of eight hundred pages, 
upon the duties of justices of the peace. The topics are judiciously 
selected and arranged, so as to exhaust the subject, and are treated in 
so condensed and intelligible a manner as to be easily understood by the 
unprofessional, and at the same time to afford much aid to those in the 
profession who are called to transact any of the large amount of import- 
ant legal matters now coming within the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace. 

We have examined the book with, care, and find it to contain a very 
large amount of the most useful and indispensable information upon all 
the subjects connected with the justice jurisdiction in that State; and 
in regard to which, from the well-known learning and accuracy of the 
author, there can be no ground to question their entire reliability. We 
feel no hesitation in recommending it to all that numerous class of per- 
sons interested in the subjects there discussed, as containing the great- 
est amount of the most reliable information in the most convenient and 
accessible shape. We only regret that it is not equally adapted to the 
same purposes in other States ; but we suppose this would be impracti- 
cable, without either extending the work too far, or materially lessening 
its completeness. The book contains accurate and reliable forms for all 
emergencies before justices of the peace, even forms of records for con- 
victions for contempt. I. P. R. 

Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Judicial Court 
of Massachusetts. By Horace Gray, Jr. Vol. 11. Boston : Little, Brown 
& Co., 1864. 

This is one of the last of Mr. Gray's expected volumes of Reports. 
In common with all its predecessors, it contains much valuable matter 
in the most unexceptionable form. 

It is probably known to the profession, that the learned author of 
these volumes has very recently been promoted to the bench of the Su- 
preme Judicial Court, where his friends, and they embrace the whole 
profession and the general public, confidently expect for him a long 
career of laborious industry and eminent usefulness. The appointment 
of Mr. Justice Gray is of the most unexceptionable character ; and we 
cannot forbear to say here what concerns the public welfare in more 
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ways than it is easy to name or to comprehend, to know and to feel, 
that any executive possessing the power of judicial appointment with an 
unlimited extent of selection, and who does not so exercise that power 
as to satisfy the general public of all parties, commits a grievous sin 
against his own conscience and the stern demands of justice. That man, 
or that class of men, who bestow judicial appointments to gratify party 
or to remove rivalry, richly deserves all the infamy which posterity will 
be very sure to mete out to him. I. F. K. 

Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Superior Court of the 
City of New York. By Joseph Bosworth, LL.D., late Chief Justice of the 
Court. Vol. 8. . W. C. Little, Albany. 1864. Pp. 753. 

We have had occasion heretofore to commend Justice Bosworth's Ke- 
ports in this journal, and regret to add that this is, no doubt, the last 
volume which we shall have from his able pen. So much conscientious 
diligence has rarely been given to any series of reports. They were pre- 
pared under very favorable circumstances, as the reporter, owing to his 
official position, had peculiar advantages for consultation with the judges 
who decided the cause, and well knew what cases were carefully studied 
and deserved to be reported. There are some cases of much interest in 
this volume. One of these is Young v. Bushnell, p. 1, in which there 
is a valuable examination of the law of estoppel in pais. There is also 
a branch of the extensive litigation growing out of the divorce of For- 
rest, in which it is held, approving 3 Bosworth 661, that on a divorce 
of a wife for a husband's adultery, no evidence of the reputation, con- 
duct, associations, or habits of the wife, since the judgment of divorce 
was pronounced, is admissible to affect the question of alimony : p. 631. 

A large part of the present volume is edited and prepared for the 
press by the Messrs. Abbott, who are favorably known to the profession 
as the editors of Abbott's Digest, and who have performed their part of 
the work with ability and fidelity. T. W. D. 

A Summary of the Law of Parties to Actions at Law and Suits in Equity. 
By Oliver L. Barbour, LL.D. Albany : W. C. Little, Law Bookseller. 18G4. 
Pp. 611. 

This work is one that was much needed. The preface informs us that 
there is " no American treatise on the subject of parties to actions at 
law, and only one on parties in equity; and that having been published 
more than thirty years ago, and lopg since out of print." The changes 
which have been introduced into the law upon this subject by statute, 
and especially by the Code of Procedure in New York, are noticed, and 
the decisions of the courts construing these statutes are fully collected. 

The work is comprehensive in its plan, and prepared with care and 



